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in rime for our ships on cheaper terms than we formerly paid him for that
commodity. This contract we could depend on and Omichand's substance
secured us the penalty of the contract in case he failed. But notwithstanding
our agreement with him you will observe we permitted Mr. Pearkes to
contract for a further quantity when he advised us that he could procure it
at 5s. 2d. per maund, nor did we ever checque Mr. Pearkes on any occasion
(as you have been misinformed), but when he attempted to force the petre
from Omichand's people which they were sending to Calcutta in consequence
of his contract with the Board, this we thought ourselves obliged to interfere
in as we could not but abide by a contract we had once made, The whole
affair of Mr. Pearkes' contracts for saltpetre, and the merchants who were
to deliver the same, with some other parts of his conduct at Patna, is fully
explained in our letter per llchester and Worcester last year to which we beg
leave to be referred.
Fourthly, of the trade of India and transactions with the country Government,
the Dutch or French
49.   In consequence of private advices that Mr. Lally had destroyed the
houses at Fort St. David and sold the materials at outcry and that he had
set fire and done all the damages he could to the houses at the Mount we
wrote to the President and Council of Fort St. George to learn from their
authority the truth of these reports, which being confirmed by them, with this
additional circumstance that Mr. Lally intended destroying the black town
of Madrass had he not been prevented by the timely arrival of our succours,
we directed our Engineer Captain  Brohier immediately to set about the
demolition of the wharfs, magazines and houses, both public and private, at
Chandernagore which is now entirely compleated except the houses of a few
indigent widows which wa have permitted to remain untouched.
50.   Having been at a large expence in maintaining the French prisoners
in this place we enclose in this packett an account thereof.
51.   The regulation concerning dustuckf pointed out by you in your
commands of 3rd March 1758, coming under our consideration the 26th July
we give the subject its proper attention, and having maturely weighed the
evil tendency of the former indiscriminate manner of granting this indulgence
we came to a resolution of laying such restriction on that priviledge as we
thought capable of preventing any illicit use being made of them in future.
Otir proceedings in the affair you will find entered at large on the face of
that day's consultation which we doubt not you will approve of and we hope
it will have the  desired  effects in  preventing  your  covenanted   servants
covering the property of others and thereby defrauding the Government of
its Just duties.
52.   The Nabob, his son and Juggut Seat have at different times paid the
President a visit this Reason.   The expence attending these visits has in part
beed defrayed with the overplus of tike money advanced by the Nabob for
the military expences during the expedition to the northward, the rest has
been discharged out of your cash and, as we hope, the incurring this expence
irifl not be disapproved of* as die utflfity of these visits will more than be an
equivalent for the charge.